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By Rachel Hickman

A LIFELONG Manchester United
fan has re-published a book writ-
ten by Dudley’s very own Duncan
Edwards.

Nick Sharples, from Manches-
ter, first heard about Duncan’s
book ‘Tackle Soccer This Way’ a
few years ago and after tracking
down an original copy on eBay,
found it was “a delight to read”.

The book was written by the
Busby Babe as a guide for young
people wanting to learn how to
play football, but also features a
number of asides with stories
about his own life and players at
the time.

Tragically, Duncan never saw
the book published. He died in the
Munich air crash just days after
handing over the final manu-
script.

At first the publishers, Stanley
Paul, considered not printing the

Busby.

@ All important signing with Matt

Duncan’s

own

book, but with the bless-
ing of his family, the
book was published as a
tribute to the United
star.

The book had three
print runs in 1958,
which all immediately
sold out, but then no
more were released.

Nick, aged 34, said:
“Whenever we watch
Manchester United
play, before the
matches people
always talk about
who is the best foot-
baller — and every-
one used to say no-
one was as good as
Duncan Edwards.

“Iheard about the
book he had written,
so I found an old copy on eBay and
it was a delight to read.

“These days footballers get a lot
of bad press, but this
book comes from a
completely different
age, when football was
about proper sports-
manship.”

He added: “It is real-
ly well written and the
standard of English is
quite high. It is like a
historical document,
but is still also a rele-
vant instruction man-
ual for budding young
footballers of today.

“I thought it was
such a shame that this
book is so hard to get
hold of. Second hand
copies are also expen-
sive, they can go for
anything between £70
- and £200 now, so I
decided to get it re-
published myself.”

Nick got to work
tracking down the

talent

rights to the book and hit brick
walls as he found companies did-
n’t exist anymore, or had merged
into other companies.

But after finally getting the go-
ahead from the publishers, he had
to work out who owned what copy-
right and contact them to ask per-
mission to re-use the work in the
latest edition.

Ittook thededicated Mancunian,
just six months to get the book in
print and get 250 copies published.

The book is almost exactly like
the original, although the new
version is in paperback, whereas
the original was hardback.

The front cover also had to be
redesigned after the owner of the
original picture couldn’t befound.

Nick said: “Getting the book re-
published was only a side line for
me, it was just a hobby. I have
never done anything like this
before, but I think it is brilliant.”
1 The book, priced £10 with £2.50
postage and packing, is only avail-
able online at tstw.co.uk
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Are your windows drafty and tired?

DEALS NOW AVAILABLE,
FANTASTIC FINANCE
PACKAGES AVAILABLE, CALL
NOW FOR DETAILS

Keep heat in and burglars out make your
house a home and fit de rosa windows the
company you can trust, same name, same
owner de rosa windows

e Pilkington k e Fully Welded * Roto TSL
¢ Internally Glazed e All as standard i :.:Sculg:gcseystem
¢ Thermix TX.N Backed

- . Ourprofessional fitting teams are all employed by de rosa and are the best bar none, we guarantee you a
| he.l)el Rosa Unique stress free and excellent installation Available soon, maintenance free gardening components, giving our
Diamond Range  customers the very best in maintenance free home and garden.
Now available the latest availability in uPVC windows, in our new cream window, adding to

F R E E P H o N E existing choice of Rosewood, White and Sherwood Oak

Leaders in Design and Security WHY MOVE JUST IMPROVE

0800 7836584 Probably the most thermally efficient windows

on the market. Clearly the better choice
FT]  Factory & Showroom Address:
Units 1-4 Planks Lane, Wombourne
01902 898024

Open Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm

[ s Call us today for your FREE
no obligation quotation

waldrons

solicitors

Medical negligence
Accident claims
Mesothelioma & asbestosis

FREE PHONE FREE INITIAL ADVICE

0500 811899

Merry Hill, Kingswinford & Dudley

Lexcel

Practice Management Standard
Law Society

www.waldrons.co.uk



